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ABSTRACT:

This study explores the impact of scholasticism on medieval learning, focusing on its influence

within the educational landscape also it investigates how scholastic methods, epitomized by the works of
thinkers such as teaching methodologies, shaped curriculum, and intellectual climate of medieval
institutions. Scholasticism, characterized by its importance on hard dialectical reasoning and the
reconciliation of reason and faith, became a dominant intellectual force in medieval education. One sample
test and ANOVA has been used for this research to analyse the impact of scholasticism on medieval
learning. The medieval period, roughly spanning from 5th to 15th century, was characterized by a unique
set of political, social, and cultural dynamics. In terms of education, this time witnessed the dominance of
system deeply rooted in religious institutions and influenced by the attitude of scholasticism. The medieval
period saw the traditional Indian educational systems with the introduction of Islamic influences. Islamic
rulers established madrasas, centers of learning that focused on religious studies. The gurukul system
continued, emphasizing disciplines such as literature, mathematics, philosophy and science. The government
need to undertake initiatives to expand access to education, resulting in establishment of schools, colleges,
and universities. The focus on science, technology, and vocational training became pronounced, aiming is to
meet the demands of a fast changing global landscape. The Indian education system reveals the continuous
effort to build a more flexible, and responsive educational framework for the diverse needs of the country.
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INTRODUCTION

The medieval period in India was marked by a profound intellectual landscape, and one of the key
influences on learning during this period. Scholasticism, a philosophical and theological system that
emerged in medieval Europe, found resonance in various forms across different cultures, including India.

This knowledgeable movement played a crucial role in shaping the curriculum, educational philosophy, and

LIJMRAST | Received: 14 February 2024 | Accepted: 23 February 2024 | Published: 25 February 2024 (17)



www.ijmrast.com

methods of instruction during the medieval period. Scholasticism, characterized by a hard approach to the
reconciliation of faith and reason, left an indelible mark on scholarly pursuits, educational institutions, and
the intellectual climate. This influence extended fostering a dynamic synthesis of diverse philosophical,
across religious traditions, and theological ideas.

The impact of scholasticism on medieval learning in India during the medieval period was influenced
by several key factors. These factors played a significant role in shaping curriculum, the educational
philosophy, and methods of instruction. Scholasticism highlighted the harmony between faith and reason. In
the Indian context, this philosophical synthesis contributed to a more holistic approach to education, where
religious and secular knowledge were not seen as conflicting but rather complementary. The scholastic
methods were adaptable and found application in various religious traditions in India, including Buddhist,
Hindu, and Islamic learning centers. Scholars often engaged in religious boundaries, leading to a cross-
cultural exchange of ideas.

The scholastic emphasis on logical analysis and systematic inquiry influenced the development of
curricula in medieval Indian educational institutions. Subjects like philosophy, logic, and theology gained
prominence, reflecting scholastic ideals. The scholasticism promoted the use of rigorous debate and
dialectical reasoning. This approach encouraging students to engage in critical discussions, influenced the
teaching methods in medieval Indian learning centers, and analyze various viewpoints. The scholastic
emphasis on critical thinking and intellectual inquiry fostered an environment where students were seek
deeper understanding, analyze, and encouraged to question. The patronage of rulers and influential
individuals played a crucial role in flourishing of scholastic learning. Support from rulers facilitated the
establishment of educational institutions that embraced scholastic principles.

The translation of scholastic works into local languages assisted the dissemination of scholastic ideas
in India. This adaptation to regional languages enabled a broader audience to engage with scholastic texts.
Scholasticism encouraged the interdisciplinary studies, and this approach influenced the scholars in
medieval India to explore a diverse range of subjects, philosophy, including theology, science, and literature.
The impact of scholasticism persisted beyond the medieval period, leaving a lasting legacy on subsequent
educational developments in India. The scholastic tradition continued to shape the learning methodologies
and intellectual discourse. The interplay of pedagogical, religious, philosophical, and socio-cultural elements

contributed to a dynamic and rich educational environment during this historical period.
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Rostislav, Ukraine and Odessa (2016). The development of educational institutions provide centers
for advanced learning that were instrumental in shaping the intellectual landscape of medieval Europe.
During the medieval period, the higher education system underwent significant changes. The monastic
institutions, cathedral schools, and emerging universities played an important roles in fostering advanced
learning.

Fergus and Kerr (2006). The medieval period was a time of theological thought and intellectual

inquiry played a significant role in shaping the worldview of the time. The medieval theologians directed a
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complex landscape where philosophy, faith, and scholarship converged. Theological debates were not
confined to ecclesiastical circles but extended to the flourishing centers of learning, and universities
fostering a rich intellectual environment.

Leinsle and Ulrich (2010). This studies provide an understanding of the intellectual, personal, and
socio-cultural factors that shape the trajectory of the discipline and influence the evolution over time. The
biographical studies helps to gain a deeper appreciation for the human dimensions of academic inquiry and
the interplay between individual plots and the broader context of knowledge formation.

Maurice De Wulf (2000). The history of medieval philosophy is a attractive journey through the
intellectual landscape of the European Middle Ages, roughly spanning from 5th to the 15th century. During
this period, the philosophical thought was deeply intertwined with theology, and scholars engaged in
complicated debates that sought to reconcile faith with reason. The medieval philosophy begun as a
synthesis of classical philosophical traditions, mainly influenced by the works of ancient Greek and Roman
thinkers, and the rich theological heritage of Christianity.

OBJECTIVES

1. To analyse the term 'scholasticism' and its historical context in medieval learning.
2. To investigate the scholastic theology influence the intellectual pursuits of scholars during the
medieval period.

HYPOTHESIS

1. Scholasticism has plays an important role in the development of critical thinking.
2. Scholasticism played an important role in integrated educational philosophy.
METHODOLOGY
The Cronbach's Alpha Value is 0.773, which exceeded the 0.7 threshold, confirming the reliability of
the questionnaire. The KMO value stands at 0.769, which surpasses the 0.5. Consequently, it is excellent

level of adequacy.

ANALYSIS
Table 1.1
Communalities

Initial | Extraction
Very familiar with the term 'scholasticism' and its historical context in 1.000 407
medieval learning
Scholasticism influenced the intellectual climate of the medieval period 1.000 501
scholasticism shape the content of education in medieval learning centers 1.000 .608
scholastic theology influence the intellectual pursuits of scholars during 1.000 453
the medieval period
scholasticism has contributed to the development of critical thinking 1.000 .670
Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.

International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research in Arts, Science and Technology (IJMRAST) 19)



www.ijmrast.com

The extraction value is ranging from 0.407 to 0.670, which point out minimum variance is 40.7%

and maximum is 67.0%.

Table 1.2
Total Variance Explained
Extraction Sums of Squared
Initial Eigenvalues Loadings
% of | Cumulativ
Component Total % of Variance | Cumulative % Total | Variance e %
1 2.639 52.783 52.783 2.639 52.783 52.783
2 755 15.096 67.879
3 .694 13.875 81.754
4 .565 11.302 93.056
5 .347 6.944 100.000
Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.

The above table indicated that, 1 construct comprising of 5 items that are extracted cumulatively

explains 52.783% of the total variance.

Table 1.3
ANOVA
Sum of Mean
Squares | df | Square F Sig.
Very familiar with the term 'scholasticism' and | Between Groups 2.002 2| 1.001| 1.249| .291
its historical context in medieval learning Within Groups 82.536| 103 .801
Total 84.538| 105
Scholasticism  influenced the intellectual | Between Groups 3.001 21 1.500| 1.633| .200
climate of the medieval period Within Groups 94.660| 103 919
Total 97.660| 105
Scholasticism shape the content of education in | Between Groups 470 2 235 .326| .722
medieval learning centers Within Groups 74.181| 103 720
Total 74.651| 105
Scholastic theology influence the intellectual | Between Groups 745 2 372 542 583
pursuits of scholars during the medieval period | Within Groups 70.689| 103 .686
Total 71.434| 105
Scholasticism  has  contributed to the|Between Groups 376 2 188 172 .842
development of critical thinking Within Groups 112.681| 103| 1.094
Total 113.057| 105

The above table indicates, the p-value of the variables such as very familiar with the term
'scholasticism' and its historical context in medieval learning, scholasticism influenced the intellectual
climate of the medieval period, scholasticism shape the content of education in medieval learning centers,

scholastic theology influence the intellectual pursuits of scholars during the medieval period and
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scholasticism has contributed to the development of critical thinking are more than 0.05 at 5% level of
significance. Thus, there is no significant relationship between the above variables and educational

qualification of the respondents.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

% Scholasticism's emphasis on reconciling the faith and reason found resonance in medieval Indian
learning centers. The scholars engaged in making philosophical ideas from various religious
traditions, leading to a holistic approach to education.

% The adaptable nature of scholastic methods are allowed them to saturate diverse religious traditions
in India.

¢ The influence of scholasticism on curricular development was evident in the prominence given to
subjects like logic, theology and philosophy. The educational institutions integrated scholastic
principles into the curricula, emphasizing critical analysis and systematic inquiry.

% The scholastic emphasis on rigorous debate and dialectical reasoning influenced the pedagogical
methods in medieval Indian learning centers.

% The students were encouraged to engage in critical discussions, develop a culture of analytical
thinking and intellectual inquiry.

®

¢ The critical thinking contributed to the cultivation of a strong intellectual climate.
% Support from rulers enabled the establishment of educational institutions that embraced scholastic
ethics, providing a favourable environment for intellectual pursuits.

The impact of scholasticism on medieval learning in India was complicated, influencing educational
practices, philosophical thought, and the intellectual climate. The incorporation of scholastic ethics into
curricula, and cultivation of critical thinking reflected the influence of scholasticism on the medieval
education system. The flexibility of scholastic methods to different religious and cultural contexts allowed

for the integration of ideas. The institutional support and ruler patronage were instrumental in creating an

environment conducive to scholastic pursuits.
CONCLUSION

The influence of scholasticism on medieval learning in India was an important chapter in the
country's history. The scholasticism's highlighting the integration of faith and reason adopted a harmonious
synthesis of diverse religious traditions, contributing to a more holistic and inclusive approach to education.
The adaptability of scholastic methods allowed for cross-cultural exchanges, enabling scholars from
Buddhist, Hindu, and Islamic traditions to engage in intellectual pursuits. The incorporation of scholastic
principles into curricula, with a focus on philosophy, theology, and logic transformed the educational
landscape. The educational methods, characterized by debate and dialectical reasoning, critical thinking
among scholars, developing a culture of intellectual inquiry. Ruler patronage played a crucial role in
creating environment conducive to scholastic learning, with the establishment of educational institutions that
embraced the scholastic principles. The interdisciplinary approach promoted by scholasticism enriched

scholarly pursuits, encouraging examination of various subjects.
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